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SECONDS WITH...

Chase Cervi
Chase Cervi, son of ProRodeo Hall of Famer 
Mike Cervi, bought his PRCA card just days 
after his 18th birthday, but he was never 
interested in competing in the rodeo arena. 
Rather, the 23-year-old from Sterling, Colo., 
said he’s always wanted to be a pickup man, 
and his abilities have not gone unnoticed. 
Cervi has worked some of rodeo’s biggest 
events in 2009, including RodeoHouston, the 
Justin Boots Championships in Omaha, Neb., 
and most recently the Heartland ProRodeo 
Championships in Waco, Texas.

What advice for picking up have you 
been given that has stuck with you?
       Scott McClain, who’s picked up at the 
(Wrangler National) Finals before, really 
kind of helped me get started. He worked 
for my dad for the past 15 years, picking 
up for him. He’s always been my role 
model for that. He’s helped me out more 
than anything, I think. He’s always been a stock man, and he 
said, “Always take care of the livestock, � rst and foremost.” 
He said that if you take care of them, they’ll take care of you. 
I’ve always thought that was the best thing he’s said.

Are there any horses you grew up watching that you’ve 
looked forward to handling in the arena?
       There’s a horse of ours named Brown Bomber – he’s 
been to the Finals 10 or 15 times – he’s one that you’ve got 
to hide from or he’ll hunt you down. But he’s one you always 
get excited to pick up. He was my favorite horse growing 
up. He’s been so solid every time he bucks. He’s an amazing 
horse. When I was young, I’d watch him and think, ‘Gosh, 
it’d be fun to pick him up,’ and now I’m able to do it. It’s a 
great honor.

What experiences from the arena have stood out for you?
       We were at Houston this year, in the � nal four round, 
when Clint Cannon went for 92. It’s usually loud in Houston, 
but when that happened, I couldn’t believe how loud it was 
in there. He got that 92, and I usually don’t pay attention to 
the crowd when I’m picking up, but that moment really sticks 
out for me.

Do big crowds like the ones in Houston get you more 
excited about your job in the arena?
       When I get to work those big rodeos, they generally 
mean a lot more to me, because there are a lot more stock 
contractors there. You have to worry about all their other 
stock, and when you’re taking care of other people’s animals, 
in addition to your own, you want to make sure you’re 
bringing your A game.

How have you, your brother and your 
cousin split up responsibilities since 
taking over day-to-day operations with 
Cervi Championship Rodeo?
       My brother, Binion, does all the 
production parts of it, and my cousin 
Scotty and I are the behind-the-scenes 
guys. We take care of all the stock, make 
sure they get fed and get everything ready 
for the performance. Ever since I was 
young, I’ve helped sort and feed. Working 
with livestock has always interested me. 
Binion and I do work together on some 
things, like closings and openings. And 
he’ll help me out with some of the stock, 
too. We all give each other ideas.

What role does your father hold with the 
operation, and what does it mean to be 
following in his footsteps?

       He’s the big boss. Mike’s the big boss, and Binion’s the 
general manager, as we call it. Mike still has all the say. He 
doesn’t go to all the rodeos anymore, but if we ever have a 
question or anything, he’s the one we call. (laughs) To be 
able to � ll his shoes, it’s always a big deal. But he’s still got a 
lot of say.

What goals have you set for yourself in rodeo, and what 
aspirations do you hold beyond the arena?
       Picking up the NFR would be a goal I’d like to 
accomplish. And I want to be able to help my brother and 
my cousin to produce and put on good rodeos throughout 
my career. I’ve always been interested in ranching. I don’t 
want to rodeo for the rest of my life, that’s for sure. I 
mean, I love it, and I really enjoy it right now. But, down 
the road, I’d sure like to look at other things. I’ve always 
been interested in work with the ranch and the feed lot. I 
like being able to stay on the ranch and ride colts and work 
cattle and all of that.

Are there any Cervi horses or bulls you have right now that 
you’re especially excited about?
       We have one right now called Magni� cent Streak. She’s 
a 6-year-old, and this is her � rst chance to possibly go to the 
NFR. She’s one that’s out of a good mare we had named Easy 
Street, who’s been to the Finals about 10 times. That’s one 
that’s kind of my favorite. I don’t know if she’s going to go to 
the Finals this year, but she deserves to go, in my opinion. 
She’s one of the most phenomenal horses we’ve raised. The 
� rst two jumps are really explosive – she really blows in the 
air – and then she’s really snappy after that.

–Marvin Olberding

Chase Cervi


